A Tommie's Tale

On October 25, 2007, the Board of
Trustees of the University of St. Thomas,
with no obvious debate changed a century
old tradition and the bylaws of the
university so the Archbishop and Vicar
General of the Archiocese would no longer
be the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the
Board.

Why?



Who steals from the Church...

Steals from the Poor




The Boardroom or the Church?
A Hostile Takeover at the
University of St. Thomas



A Contest for the Soul of St.
Thomas



A Diocesan College founded by a
Archbishop John Ireland



A father who led a Church of
Immigrants In prayer and taught us
to pool our labor and dollars.



From Archbishop Ireland to
Archbishop Flynn-A Diocese and a
College Intact



But Now University Governance
passes from A Priestly & Eucharistic




Mandated on the St Thomas board of
directors by virtue of their offices



These three voted to expel Church
officers but accepted five year
terms “as individuals”

Harry Flynn
Dennis Dease



Why Did three priests alienate
St Thomas from the heart of the
church to fall under the control
of a moneyed corporate board?



For Dennis Dease-- a presidency
he would not have kept If St.
Thomas maintained its Eucharistic
tie to the Church

A yearly salary over $200,000 plus a house. Five year
extension: well over a million dollars. (A “one man at a
time” approach to pooling our wealth)



For Harry Flynn - years of weakness
finally corrupt him so grievously that
he betrays a fellow apostle under
pressure from a wealthy and
aggressive businessman, who has a
vision for St. Thomas very different
than that of iIncoming archbishop —

John Nienstedt.



he Group Pathology of the Weak Father.

Weakness masquerades as “holiness.”

Prayer becomes not a place to encounter God but a hiding place
from truthful dialogue.

The father’s sons do not correct him. His ear is taken by the most
devious of his advisors.

The evil sons whisper in deceit. Other sons are gossips. All the
sons are corrupted.

The pseudo father has violent outbursts and temper tantrums
toward subordinates, but he is incapable of disciplined anger
toward real evil.

Manly public voices of good counsel are dismissed as shrill,
imprudent and “disrespectful.”

There is no honest public debate and argument. There are
hundreds of private intrigues.

Holy women are treated with disdain, scorn and irreverence.
Brutish women are given positions of authority.



The corruption of Harry Flynn Is
as old as Adam cowering before
the Leviathan.

He dare not
look at Evil
because then
he would have
to fight.



This moral vacuum presents an
opportunity to an opportunist



The entrepreneur was
pushing a huge,
soulless expansion of
St. Thomas. After
several meetings with
Incoming Bishop John
Nienstedt, he could
see...



A different Kind of priest

* When an
Interviewer asked
him if he was the
diocesan CEOQO,
Bishop Nienstadt
corrected him;

“ am not a CEO, | Nienstedt is viewed as a

am a father.” threat If he becomes
Chairman of Board at St.
Thomas



Century old bylaws of St. Thomas
would have to be changed. After
decades of misrule by a weak brother
John and a ruthless Sheriff of
Nottingham...



A Lionheart returns



In a meeting with priests from
Loyola in Chicago, Allina officials
and St. Thomas mission
committee, Archbishop Nienstedt
made it clear he did not agree with
Chicago priests’ disingenuous
approach to Church teaching in
bioethics.



Nienstedt was clear and
eloquent

* Flynn was present
and silent



Most trustees are ceremonial but
the key men on the Executive
Committee and President Dease
saw that the new archbishop was
clearly not like Archbishop Flynn
and would actually take time to
provide Catholic leadership In
safeguarding the mission of the
university



They needed the compliance of
Archbishop Flynn and Vicar General
McDonough to enact an unprecedented
and radical change of the school’s
bylaws to remove the local bishop as
the Chairman of St. Thomas Board.
They knew the present Board would
have no sense of the sinister intent of
their proposal.



How would Archbishop
Flynn treat his brother
bishop and the Diocese
entrusted to his care
when confronted with
wealthy and aggressive
corporate board
members?



Flynn betrayed his
brother when
pressured by a
stronger man who
knew how to
frighten the weak
and reward the
venal in the
corporate world of
perks and threats.



Board member John Morrison

 Maximum personal
political contributions
are “bipartisan,” to
pro-abortion St.
Thomas board
member Ciresi and
pro-abortion
presidential
candidate Guiliani



John Morrison- the Board’s
driving force

e His dream to
Involve St
Thomas with
Allina In
medical school
venture

Morrison testifying to State on Allina overpayment to executives



John Morrison —Not Happy with
listening skills of new Bishop



Incoming Bishop John Neinstedt

 Apparently has a e Critics label him as
prior corporate “Abrupt” “not a
commitment good listener”

The Body of Christ



When there Is a flock to be
fleeced

 No Shepherds
allowed



Lessons for a University from
Corporate Medicine

» Expropriate property ¢ Strip its soul of
of religious institution religious content-use
egacy as “product

abel”

« Revenue stream:
Maximize charges to
patients-pupils.

e Big money, social
status, personal
portraits and perks
at the top

work crew building St. Mary’s hospital



St Thomas: a College In the
Catholic Tradition

What Will that Mean?



Apostolic Fraternity-a Brothernhood of
Fathers who maintain the Church through
the Ages, in Love and Continuity preaching
the Christ of Cosmos, History and Person



Or betrayal? For this too Is the
Catholic tradition.



One Apostle Repented, One
Despaired



Archbishop Flynn-Repent!
Center the University in the local
Church



Archbishop Flynn-Repent and
Repudiate the Moneychangers!



Welcome your brother Apostle.
Transmit our Catholic tradition In
Charity-do not fear a father!



Christ left His Church in the hands of Brother Apostles
under Peter. This friendship has been transmitted through
the ages as Apostolic succession. Reject the petty cliques

you inherited in this corrupted diocese. Love God and
Love your Brother. Our church is built on this inner ring of

evangelical brotherly love which transcends the nations
and generations. Teach us. Do not scandalize your people.



The Eucharist i1s our Bond-the
Bishops are our unbroken link to
the life of the Trinity




Keep St. Thomas in Corde
Ecclesiae



First we worship, then we study



Restore Apostolic Tradition to St
Thomas-the Church is bigger than
all of us



Who steals from the
Church...steals from all of us

We want our College
back!



We beg Our Father, Archbishop Harry
Flynn, to lead us in repentance and
renewal before Archbishop Nienstedt
assumes primacy.

Could it be In God’s Providence that

a diocese so corrupt for so long can

only be reformed by a bishop willing
to lead by his own public

repentance?
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